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Content, framework and methodology requirements for academic articles published 
in the journal Czech and Slovak Social Work

The minimum requirements apply to all types of academic texts, i.e. theoretical, review, methodological and empirical studies.
In terms of framework, it is required to accomplish the 5 basic parts of the text, with the individual parts of the text logically linked to each other and related to the defined objective of the article.

1. Introduction and objective, 
2. theoretical background, 
3. methods, 
4. results, 
5. discussion and implications for social work.

Content requirements for individual parts of the text
Introduction and objective:
· It presents the focus of the article, i.e.
· the topic (the matter of attention, what the article will deals with),
· the formulation of the research problem and its rationale, 
· a clear formulation of the research objective or research question and its rationale.
· The focus of the article (topic, research problem and research objective) is substantiated by explaining their interconnections with existing theoretical knowledge, research results and practice in the field of social work in the international context.
· It is indicated in what terms the focus of the article is new in an international or national context.
· To the extent necessary to clarify the connection of the focus of the article with the existing knowledge and practice in the field of social work, it contains a description of the state of knowledge about the topic under study, or the results of its research to date and their reflection in terms of the focus of the article.
Theoretical background:
· The theories underpinning the research are explicitly stated, it is clarified in what the research is based on these theories, and the basic concepts used to formulate the focus of the paper are defined.
· The text is based on relevant and up-to-date literature, including foreign literature, related to the subject under examination.
· If the text has international relevance or is published in English, it is complemented by the national context to make it understandable in the international debate.


Methodology:
· The methodological perspective used, the research method or strategy and the specific research procedures are indicated. The use of the methodological perspective, research method or strategy and specific research procedures is substantiated in terms to the achievement of the research objective and the validity of the research. To the extent necessary, the application of the specific research procedures (in particular, the design of the research population and the approach to selecting the research sample; the data collection techniques used; the operationalisation; the data analysis and interpretation procedures, including how to ensure validity and, where appropriate, reliability) is transparently described and explained to the extent necessary to ensure that the procedure is reproducible.
· The application of the principles of research ethics in the presented theoretical or empirical research is discussed. Among other things, information is provided on the provision of informed consent, how risks were minimised in the research (especially the handling of data, ways of ensuring the safety and anonymity of participants).
· The text includes a guarantee that all research involving human subjects was conducted in accordance with the 1964 Declaration of Helsinki (amended in 2013), that all human entities were treated with dignity and respect, and that the COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics) Code of Conduct guided the preparation of the text: https://publicationethics.org/guidance/Guidelines

Results: 
· Empirical or theoretical findings, their interpretation and the answers or conclusions drawn from the findings are presented and proved.
· It is transparently explained how the answers or conclusions were drawn from the findings.
· The article includes the answer to the research question (cognitive objective) and the answer is not a summary of the research findings presented in the text.

Discussion and implications for social work:
· The content of the discussion is expected to be a comparison of the results with the theoretical background and research results of other authors and an interpretation of the significance of the results in terms of theory, the outcomes of existing research, and helping practice or public policy, possibly also in terms of the methodology of research or in terms of the addressees of the author's message. 
· By implication for social work, we refer to the interpretation of the meaning of work outcomes in terms of social work practice or theory. Thus, the text includes suggestions and recommendations for social work practice or theory that are explicitly substantiate by the research findings presented in the paper.
1

